
 

Sermon Series: Start with Why- Why Community? – Week #2 
 

INTRODUCTION  
The church is not a building but is a community of believers.  Sometimes, we forget 

this.  God’s design and desire is for us to be in community because we need each 

other.  We are better together.  This Sunday continued our “Start with Why” (week two) 

and examined the importance of Christian community.  Please read the following 

scriptures before entering into discussion – Hebrews 9: 1-12, Hebrews 10: 19-25, and 

Matthew 27: 50 & 51. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 Review Exodus 25: verses 21 & 22.  The Holy of Holies contained the Ten 

Commandments.  Why / How did the Ten Commandments create community 

within the Hebrew community?  Why / How does God’s Covenant with His people 

create community?   

 Pastor Gordon spoke of the giant redwood trees and their root dependency.  

What are the “roots” I visualize within my church community compared to my non-

church community?  Do I exhibit the same attributes in church vs. non-church 

communities? 

 Why does Jesus call us to be in relationship with one another?  Although “not 

easy” and often “complicated”, Pastor Gordon specifically listed: 

o Making the “time and effort” to engage in community living 

and schedules.  What specific steps can I undertake in 

prioritizing my time and resources to be more involved in 

community? 

o It can be “messy” to strive for community.   Why? 

Jesus expects us to honor Him as we extend grace, love and compassion to others in 

community.  Community provides: 

 Accountability:   Have your experienced being held accountable by a friend?  

Have you discussed accountability with some you know?  Was it an easy 



 

conversation?  What is easier to approach another or to be approached?  

Why is the truth sometimes difficult to accept? 

 Encouragement:  Read Acts 4: 36.  Why do we need more Barnabas’ in our 

divided world?  Is there someone right now who needs your encouragement?  

What actions should you undertake to offer encouragement? 

 Life:  Pastor Gordon explained that isolated people are three times more likely 

to die compared to people who are connected to others.  How has Covid 19 

impacted your personal connections?  Where are my opportunities to spread 

out into community with others, either in person or virtually? 

 

NEXT STEPS  

1) Choose Community. 

2) Consider joining a small group. Church offerings can be found at 

www.woodlakeumc.org/adults. There are many groups to choose from both 

virtual and/or in-person. 

http://www.woodlakeumc.org/adults

