
 

Start with Why – Why Serve Inside the Church?| WEEK #3 
 

INTRODUCTION  
We continue our sermon series today focusing on why we do what we do in our life. 

Today’s sermon focuses on why we should serve inside the church. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Read John 13:1-17 

1. In our scripture reading today, even though knew he would be betrayed by 

one of the disciples, disowned by another and even deserted by all of them 

for some time, Jesus showed the full extent of his love for them.  

a. How do you respond to Jesus’s unconditional love for you even though 

you have been and will continue to be a sinner? 

2. Jesus teaches us that in order to be a leader, we must also be a servant. 

a. Like the confusion Peter must have felt when Jesus came to wash his 

feet, do you find the servant leader concept hard to understand? 

b. How do you treat those that work under you (children, employees or 

volunteers)? 

c. How could you change you approach to more align with Jesus’s desire 

for us to be servants first? 

3. Pastor Gordon began the sermon today talking about how many things get 

done at the church just to make the church function. Several examples he 

gave were who turns on the lights, who makes the coffee and even who 

makes sure the chairs are in their proper place prior to the services starting. 

a. Did you ever have similar questions about how things got done at 

WUMC? 

b. What was your reaction when the number of volunteer roles were put 

up on the screen? Did it seem like a lot? 

c. What do you think motivates those that serve our church in a volunteer 

role? 

 



 

4. Pastor Gordon discusses several reasons why we should consider serving in our 

church. The first reason is because it is Jesus’s Example and Instruction. 

a. Other than Jesus washing the disciple’s feet, what are some other 

examples in the Bible which demonstrate Jesus’s servant leadership? 

b. Do you feel you are successful when you have been served or have 

served others? 

c. When serving others, what is your primary motivation? Is that primary 

motivation selfish or selfless? 

5. The second reason we should consider serving in our church is that We Will Be 

Blessed. 

a. Think of a volunteer role at church you have participated in. How did 

that bless you? Bless others? 

b. Now, think of a volunteer role at church that you have not participated 

in. How do you think that role might bless you? Bless others? 

c. Our church youth are a very important part of our church community 

but even more importantly, their actions will guide the next generation 

of leaders and believers. In what ways might you be able to serve our 

youth? Please consider being a youth leader if you are able. 

NEXT STEPS  

1. Follow Jesus’s Example and Instruction. 

2. Find your place to serve within the church 

(www.woodlakeumc.org/serveinside) 

3. Woodlake UMC Needs You! 

http://www.woodlakeumc.org/serveinside

