
 

 

Start with Why – Why Serve Outside the Church? | WEEK #4 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  

 
We continue our sermon series today focusing on why we do what we do in our life.  

Today’s sermon focuses on why we should serve outside the church. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

Have you ever been served by someone who had authority over you?  Someone 

higher up the “food chain”? How did it make you feel? 

Read John 13:1-20 

• Can you imagine what the disciples were thinking? 

• Jesus instructs them to serve as they have been served. Our acts of service 

should be a grateful response to the gifts we have been given. Take a minute 

and jot down blessings in your life.  

Read Philippians 2:1-11 

• As followers of Jesus we are supposed to be “Little Christs.” List out the 

characteristics of a servant.  

 

Gordon used the term Shalom this morning.  In English we usually translate Shalom as 

“peace” but the word has a deeper meaning. Shalom mean’s God’s perfect plan, 

the way things are supposed to be, everything whole and healed.  The story of the 

gospel starts with Shalom in the Garden of Eden, the breaking of shalom because of 

sin, then Jesus came to restore shalom, and shalom will be restored perfectly when 

Jesus comes again.  It’s the meta narrative of scripture.  

 



 

Read Matthew 6:10. This is Jesus telling us to pray for shalom.  In Matthew 25:31-46, 

Jesus makes it clear that his followers take care of those in need. If we follow Jesus 

serving isn’t optional, it’s what we do.  

• What things get in the way of serving? 

• When you think about the world today with all of its problems, what would 

shalom look like? What would need to change? 

 

Not everyone is called to serve in all the areas.  We each are called to our work.  

Sometimes we have a hard time serving because we don’t where to start.  Here are 

two questions that might help. 

1. What problems keep you up at night? In other words what tugs at your 

heartstrings? 

2. Frederick Buechner said, “Vocation is the place where our deep gladness 

meets the world's deep need.”  What are your talents? What excites you?  

 

At Woodlake UMC, we focus on two organizations outside the church. Belmont 

Community Resources and LC Byrd with Communities in Schools.  Information about 

these groups can be found here:  https://www.woodlakeumc.org/serve 

If you have ever served in one of these places or perhaps another ministry, share your 

experience.  

 

NEXT STEPS  

• Pick up your towel and serve.  Work for Shalom. 

• Consider Belmont and/or LC Bird.     https://www.woodlakeumc.org/serve 
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