
 

This Summer … Celebrate| WEEK #5 
 

INTRODUCTION  
This summer we continue with a sermon series focusing on Celebrating as a way of 

bringing a joyful spririt into our everyday lives.  
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Read Psalms 47 

1. Pastor Gordon begins his sermon today discussing how Celebration is actually 

a spiritual discipline or habit. 

a. Do you believe that or were you aware of that? 

b. How do you incorporate celebration in your life?  

c. Are you using those celebrations as a way to worship God? 

2. In our reading today (Psalms 47), the authors use vivid language to describe 

who God is and what he means to them in their life. 

a. In what ways do the authors describe God and their relationship with 

him?  

b. How might we incorporate these passages into our lives as a way to 

worship God? 

3. In Leviticus 23, we learn that God commanded his people to celebrate (7) 

different festivals. They were to be times of celebrating with God, special days 

for the people to come together for rest, refreshment and remembering with 

thanksgiving all God had done for the people of Israel. 

a. Reflecting on your holiday traditions, what do they say about your 

values? 

b. How do your holiday traditions and celebrations reflect your 

relationship with God?  

4. In Nehemiah 8:10, we are told that we should not only celebrate but also 

celebrate with others. 

a. What does this passage tell you about how we are to celebrate? 

b. In your life, is celebration typically a family affair or do you invite others 

to celebrate with you? 



 

5. Pastor Gordon discusses different times we should celebrate. He first touched 

on celebrating Special Days and mentioned how the author, John Ortberg, 

suggested that we should set aside “one day a week to celebrate”.  

a. What would that one day a week look like in your life? 

b. On that day, how could you allow that celebration to bind you in a 

more joyful relationship with God? 

6. We should also try to celebrate Everyday. In Philippians 4:4, we are told to 

“Rejoice in the Lord always”. Dietrich Bonhoeffer states “God cannot endure 

that unfestive, mirthless attitude of ours in which we eat our bread in sorrow, 

with pretentious, busy haste, or even with shame. Through our daily meals, He 

is calling us to rejoice, to keep holiday in the midst of our working day.” 

a. What could you celebrate everyday? 

7. Finally, we should try to celebrate Today. Psalm 118:24 exhorts us, “This is the 

day that the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it.” The author, John 

Ortberg, states “I tend to divide my minutes into two categories: living and 

waiting to live.” 

a. Fill in the following passage for those times in your life when you were 

waiting to live. When _______ happens, then I will be happy. 

b. What could you have done differently which would have allowed you 

to live and be joyful in the moment? 

8. Pastor Gordon discussed his trips to Sierra Leone and how the people were 

filled with much joy even in the midst of their war torn circumstances. 

a. What steps can you take that would allow you to be joyful regardless 

of the circumstances in your life? 

 

NEXT STEPS  

1. Celebrate on Special Days, Everyday and Today. 

2. Throw a party. 


