
 

Start with Why – Why Church?| WEEK #1 
 

INTRODUCTION  
We begin a new sermon series today focusing on why we do what we do in our life. 

Today’s sermon focuses on why the church does what it does. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Read Acts 2:42-47 

1. In our scripture reading today, we hear about the first Christians and how they 

acted on their newfound knowledge based on the apostle Peter’s teachings. 

a. How did these new believers act? What did they do with their new 

beliefs? 

b. In your Christian walk, how do you act? 

c. Do your actions make our church the kind of place that will attract 

others to Christ? 

2. Pastor Gordon discussed an author named Simon Sinik who wrote a book 

called “Start with Why” that looks at into corporate purpose of organizations. 

The author states that most businesses or non-profits know what they are doing 

and how they do it, but much less often know WHY they do what they do. 

a. List several activities that WUMC does. 

b. After each activity, discuss what the activity does and how it is done. 

c. Why does the church do these things? 

d. Do you feel the church has clear goals for its activities that address the 

what, how and why? Why or why not? 

3. We all have activities we pursue either through our church family or based on 

individual circumstances that are present in our own lives. Small groups, 

children’s sports activities, date nights and school are just a few examples. 

a. What are some examples of activities that you do that you have a 

clear sense of the what, how and why of those activities? 

b. What are examples of things you do without much though put into the 

why? 



 

c. For those activities where the why has not been considered, what steps 

can you take to make Jesus the why? 

4. Pastor Gordon discusses a conversation he had with the parents of a baby 

who had just passed away. The parents wanted to know if they would ever be 

able to get over their sense of loss. 

a. How did Gordon respond to the parent’s question? 

b. Have you ever experienced a similar loss? Did Jesus play a role in your 

ability to see hope in the midst of that loss? 

5. The importance of church was discussed in the following ways. It is important 

because 1) It is the incarnation of Jesus, 2) It is God’s chosen vessel for the 

redemption of the World, 3) Christians can do more together than as 

individuals, 4) Each of us is gifted for the work of the church and 5) The church 

is essential in the Christian faith. 

a. What does it mean for the church to be the incarnation of Jesus? 

b. In what ways does our church imitate the activities of Jesus Christ? 

c. Do you get together with other believers regularly either as an 

organized group or just a few people to help navigate your Christian 

walk(s)? 

d. What is your spiritual gift? How are you using this gift in our church? 

e. How is the church essential in the Christian faith? 

NEXT STEPS  

1. What is your WHY? 


