
 

Go Beyond: Where We Started | WEEK # 1 

 

INTRODUCTION  
This week we look at how and where Jesus called us to Go Beyond by looking at His 

final instructions to His disciples and considering the origin stories for both the early 

church and Woodlake UMC.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Read Acts 1:1-9 

1. Pastor Gordon discussed the origin story of Woodlake UMC. What was interesting or 

surprising to you, and why? In what ways did the charter members Go Beyond to 

establish Woodlake UMC?  

2. Pastor Gordon stated that we owe so much to these charter members.  Discuss 

what they did for us and what they gave us.  Consider and discuss what they had, 

what they did not, and what challenges they faced as a result. What do you think 

we need to establish or build for Woodlake for future roof-diggers 33 years from 

now in the year 2052? 

3. What do you think would have happened if the radio station would have 

announced the cancellation of Woodlake’s 4th church service due to rain as the 

pastor originally requested? Why had he requested this? Discuss your reaction to 75 

people attending the rainy 4th service at the pavilion (only 2 fewer people than the 

1st service) and how that differed from the pastor’s expectation for attendance. 

What do you think the pastor and the members realized because of that day? What 

can we learn from it? Explain.   

 
Read Acts 1:4-8, with a focus on verse 8.  

 

4. Pastor Gordon noted how little power his old, brown college car had and his fear of 

it having enough power to drive over Afton Mountain. He compared the power of 

his car to his friend’s powerful, fancy, Stingray Corvette.  How much more faith do 

you think Pastor Gordon would have had in his ability to successfully drive across 

Afton Mountain with the Corvette’s power than with the lesser power of his old car? 

Explain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

5. Explain any parallels you see with the car story and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

What are some things that you believe would be impossible or extremely difficult to 

do on your own, but are made possible or easier with the power of the Holy Spirit? 

Do you understand why the Holy Spirit is referred to as the Advocate? (see John 

14:16, 26, John 15:26, …) Explain.  Describe specific examples of how you have 

witnessed the power and help of the Holy Spirit in your life.  

 

6. Pastor Gordon referenced Paul writing about the power of the Holy Spirit. Read 2 

Timothy 1:7. Fill in the blanks: God did not give us a spirit of ______ but of 

_____________________________. Why do you think this is important to understand? 

  

7. How did the promised Holy Spirit give the disciples power to do when Jesus told 

them to do in Acts 1:8? How does the Holy Spirit give us power to do what Jesus told 

the disciples to do in Acts 1:8?  

 

8. What 4 locations did Jesus instruct his disciples to go to and be witnesses? Why 

would it have been easier for the disciples to be witnesses in Jerusalem and Judea 

than Samaria or the “ends of the earth”? What would have been frightening to the 

disciples about going to “the ends of the earth” given most people’s travel habits in 

the first century?  

 

9. What do you think are modern day examples of Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 

“the ends of the earth”? Explain your reasoning. Are we called to go to all of those 

places and be witnesses? Pastor Gordon stated that there was no place that Jesus’ 

witnesses were not supposed to go. What do you think about this? What would be 

the hardest place for you to carry out these instructions of Jesus, and why? 

 

10. Witnesses started the early church. Witnesses started Woodlake. Woodlake is called 

to “be a witness in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. You are 

called, as well. As an individual, explain how well you do being a witness in modern-

day Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and “the ends of the earth.”  Which area could you 

improve the most, and what would this require?   

 

11. Answer the previous questions for Woodlake as a church.  

 

NEXT STEPS  

 Do you feel like you have the power of the Holy Spirit in your life? 

 Are you willing to Go Beyond? 

 


