
 

The Parables of Matthew| WEEK #1 
 

INTRODUCTION  
We began our Lenten study this weekend.  Each Sunday in Lent we will be studying a 

different parable that Jesus taught from the book of Matthew. Today’s parables are 

the parables of the mustard seed and yeast. 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Parables are simple stories that illustrate a wider truth.  We still use these today. For 

example, “Early to bed, early to rise….” Most of us can finish that sentence.  Or the 

story of how to boil a frog (Slowly). Or “A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.” 

Parables take earthy, ordinary things and use them to illustrate timeless wisdom.   

• What is your favorite story/common wisdom saying?   

 

Read Mathew 13:31-35  

Jesus used stories (parables) to describe how life in God’s kingdom works.  In verse 35 

it says this was to fulfill prophecy. 

Read Psalm 78:1-8 

• What is the prophecy?   

• Who is the message in 78 directed towards?   

• How does Jesus fulfil it? 

Read Matthew 13: 31-32 again 

• List out the ways the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed. 

• How is this counter-cultural? How does this compare to our modern idea of 

success? 

Read Matthew 13:33 again 

• List the ways the kingdom is like yeast. 

• Both these parables speak to the ideas of time, control, and expectations.  

What are they saying? 

• How do these verses make you feel?  



 

• Spend some time creating your own parable.  The kingdom of God is like…. 

What modern common element can you use to describe the kingdom of God.  

For example, “The kingdom of God is like Wi-Fi, connecting us together in an 

invisible network.” 

 

 

 

NEXT STEPS  

1. Read Matthew 13:31-35 this week and ask the Holy Spirit to show you how it relates 

to you personally. 

2. Consider your idea of success.  How does this compare to the idea of success in 

these parables? Was there a time that you felt insignificant, but God worked 

through your weakness? 

3. Grab a Lenten bookmark from church or follow the reading plan online here: 

https://www.woodlakeumc.org/easter Join us as we read through the Gospel of 

Matthew for Lent.  
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