
 

BE LOVE – Emulate Christ | WEEK # 6 

 

INTRODUCTION  
This week we conclude the BE LOVE sermon series with the final “E” – Emulate Christ. 

We looked at several instances in Scripture where Jesus repeatedly chose love over 

revenge and explored the meaning of the cross and emulating Christ. 

 

 

 

OPENING GROUP ACTIVITY (optional – 10 minutes) 

Set a timer for 2 minutes. 

Ask: 

 During this two minutes, look at your hands – really look at them.  

 What did you observe about your hands? 

 What, if anything, do you think your hands show yourself or others about your 

heart? 

 

Read: 

“Jesus shows us the hands and heart of love….[W]e cannot have Jesus’ hands without 

Jesus’ heart, and we probably won’t cultivate Jesus’ heart until hour hands are 

accustomed to working in the ways of Christ.” 

 

Explain:  This session will explore connections between how our hands, as symbols of all 

we do in our lives, express the love for God and neighbor in our hearts. 
 

 

BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS (15-20 minutes) 

This week’s bible study questions are contained within the sermon guide 

questions. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

BOOK STUDY QUESTIONS (from “RECKLESS LOVE”, 15-20 minutes) 
1. What’s the hardest task you’ve ever accomplished or the highest standard you feel you’ve 

ever met?  What lessons from these experiences do you think you could apply to 

consistently loving God and neighbor, which Berlin calls “one of the most difficult” things 

God asks us to do? 

2. Berlin reflects on how the sign he saw in a boat marina, “You are responsible for your own 

wake,” applies to our lives.  How easy or difficult do you find it to take responsibility for your 

“wake”?  Why?  Who would say you leave a “wake of love” behind you, and who would 

not? 

3. What practices have you adopted and what habits have you developed that help you 

more closely emulate Jesus on a daily basis? 

4. Opportunities to obey Christ’s rule of love present themselves constantly, Berlin notes.  

What were some of the opportunities you were presented with over the past week?  Which 

ones did you take?  Which ones did you not?  Why? 

5. “Jesus did not die to give us an entry ticket into heaven,” writes Berlin.  “He died so that we 

could transform.”  Do you agree or disagree with Berlin’s statement, and why? 
 

 

 

SERMON GUIDE QUESTIONS (15-20 minutes) 
Scripture reading: 1 Peter 3:8-9 

 

Scripture referenced during sermon: 

Matthew 21:23, Matthew 26:14-16, 36-45, 66-74, Matthew 27:27-31, 41-44, Luke 23:39-43, John 

19:25-27, 21:15-17, John 16:33, 1 Peter 3:8-9, Romans 12:21, and Colossians 2:15.  

 
1. What does it mean to emulate someone? Have you ever tried to emulate a person? If so, 

explain who and why. Explain what emulating Jesus means to you personally. Assuming 

you wish to emulate Jesus, explain why. 

  
2. Describe the relationship between emulating Christ and the goal of living out the acronym 

BE LOVE. Explain what this should look like in daily life. What do you find to be most 

challenging about emulating Christ? 
 

 
3. Recalling the scriptures from the sermon and the list displayed, recall and describe some of 

the remarkably terrible things Jesus endured.  How did he respond every time? How would 

you respond to someone who spit on you? Lied about you? Falsely accused you? Hated 



 

you? Humiliated you? Left you naked to die in public? How did Jesus respond to all of the 

above? When people hurt you, do you tend to react with evil or with love and 

forgiveness? What does it look like for you to love someone who hurt you deeply? 

 

 

4. Explain why and how the cross used to be a symbol of death and punishment. How did 

Jesus change the meaning of the symbol? Pastor Gordon challenged us to think about the 

meaning of the cross not only as a symbol of the promise of eternal life in the future, but as 

something that influences the present moment – what it means today, at dinner, at the 

family reunion, and tomorrow morning. What do you think about this?  

 

5. Has evil been overcome? (Yes / No) Contrast the “old way” with the “new way”. 

Explain the statement “The power that appears to be winning, loses. The person that 

appears to be losing, wins.” See Colossians 2:15. 

 

6. Pastor Gordon stated “The cross is God’s way of saying love wins.” and asked us to 

consider if we will always respond with love like Jesus or not. If you have not perfected this, 

how do you struggle with this?   

 

 

 

Read Romans 12:21, and Colossians 2:15. 

7. Explain the two consequences Pastor Gordon stated that Jesus’ responses had on us. Who 

wins? Who has defeated evil? How does this impact your life?  
 

Read 1 Peter 3:8-9: 

 

8. Peter instructs us to repay ______ with ______. What other basic instructions did Peter give? 

Reflect on how you have done in following these instructions and loving others in your life 

over the past 6 weeks. Did you see personal growth? If so, what changes have you 

noticed in your relationship with others and your relationship with God?   

 

9. Read John 21:15-17, Matthew 26:36-45, 69-74. Describe how deeply Peter hurt Jesus.  

Describe how lovingly Jesus restored Peter. If you were Peter, do you think you would you 

have made the same mistakes? Which time do you think Jesus felt the most hurt by Peter, 

and why? When you’ve been hurt by a close friend, do you respond with love?  

 

10. . If Jesus were to have chosen to not respond to Peter with love (John 21:15-17), how do 

you think this may have impacted Peter? the early church? you? The world today? 

 

 

CLOSING GROUP ACTIVITY (optional – 5 minutes) 
Materials can be found in your Leader Packet 



 

Form pairs of members.  Invite each pair to sit or stand directly facing each other to play 

“Mirror.”  One person in each pair is the leader; the other is the follower.  The follower 

must emulate the leader’s facial and body movements as closely and simultaneously as 

possible.  Keep time and after 1 minute, instruct participants to switch leader and 

follower roles.  After 1 more minute, end the game.   

Ask: 

 How is the experience of emulating each other like or unlike emulating Jesus? 

 

 

NEXT STEPS  

1. Emulate Jesus 

2. BE LOVE. 

3. Love wins. 

 

Emulate Jesus = Be Love = Love Wins 

 

 

 

TAKE HOME ACTIVITY (optional) 
Distribute Week 7 handout from Leader packet to your group members. 

No take home activity. 

 

 


