
 

Let’s Go – King and the Cross | WEEK #1 

 
INTRODUCTION  

This is the first sermon of 8 based on the gospel of Mark. It was written to Christians in 

Rome, probably between 66 and 71 AD.  Chapters 1-9 presents Jesus, while after that 

Mark gives the story of the cross and resurrection, and the reasons for Jesus as king. 

Mark likely used input from his friendship with Peter and Paul.  It was probably the first 

gospel written. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Read Mark 1:1-13 

1. Read Mark 1:1 - Who does Mark say Jesus is?  What is the implication that Jesus 

was son of God, since he was obviously human? 

2. When Mark wrote his gospel the Roman Empire was all around the 

Mediterranean Sea and Israel was a small kingdom on the eastern shore under 

Rome.  Nero held the Christians responsible when Rome burned, so the Christians 

were persecuted and killed, including Peter and Paul as examples. Israel rebelled 

and Rome retaliated, killing an estimated Jews and Christians.  Mark’s gospel was 

read to churches.  What do think the reaction of the Christians was to the news in 

Mark? 

3. Read Mark 1:15 - You are invited to live in Jesus.  When will the promised time 

come? 

4. What do you have to do to enter the kingdom of God? 

5. Read Mark 1:10-11 - How does God feel when a person enters His kingdom? 

6. How does God see us?  Can our relationship with our parents affect our potential 

relationship to God?  How do feel about your kids when they have been absent 

for while?  

NEXT STEPS  

1. Read the gospel of Mark.  WUMC is handing out a bookmark which gives a short 

reading for each day of Lent.  Or you can read about ½ a chapter a day until 

Easter. Reject contempt by seeing EVERYONE as children of God. 

2. Who or what is your king? Self, wealth, other people? Repent and make Jesus 

your king. 


