
 

BE LOVE – Expand the Circle | WEEK # 2 

 

INTRODUCTION  
This week we will continue with the sermon series, “Be Love” and explore ways of our 

expanding our circle of relationships. 

 

 

 

 

OPENING GROUP ACTIVITY (optional – 10 minutes) 
Distribute paper, pens and pencils to members.  Guide your members through the following 

exercise.  Try to stick to about 5 minutes activity and 5 minutes discussion. 

1. Write down the names of the five people you consider closest to you.  Draw a circle 

around those names. 

2. Draw a slightly larger circle around the first.  In this circle, write the names of the ten next 

closest people to you, your close friends. 

3. Draw a slightly larger third circle around the first two.  In this circle, write up to twenty more 

names of people you know.  

4. Draw a slightly larger fourth and final circle.  How many names can you write down of 

people you would recognize on sight? 

5. Finally, underline any name in any circle belonging to someone you would say is very 

different from yourself. 

 

Have each person look at the names they have written down and think about these questions 

from Reckless Love:  

1. What do you notice about the list? 

2. Who are these people? 

3. Where did you meet them? 

4. Why are they important to you? 

5. How much variety is there among these names in terms of where they live, where they 

come from, race, religious practice, identity, culture, or political ideology? 

6. Do you see more variance in your inner, middle or outer circle? 

7. In completing this exercise, many people find that their innermost circles are the most 

homogeneous.  For some people, the whole list is similar.  How about your list? 

Explain:  This session will explore how and why Jesus calls us to be in relationship with people who 

are unlike us. 

 



 

BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS (15-20 minutes) 
Read Luke 5:1-11 

1. “Those with skills and experience,” Berlin writes, “do not like amateurs offering suggestions.”  

Why do you think Simon Peter obeys Jesus’ command to drop his nets in deep water (Luke 

5:5) 

2. What does Jesus mean when he tells Simon he will be “catching people” (Luke 5:10)?  Tom 

Berlin says it represents Jesus wanting not so much to do something with Simon’s life as in 

Simon’s life.  Do you agree?  Why or why not? 

3. How much of Jesus’ invitation and Simon as well as the other fishermen’s response to it be 

characterized as “reckless”?  When, if ever, have you responded recklessly to Jesus?  What 

happened (or is still happening) as a result? 

Read Luke 5:27-32 

4. Tom Berlin suggests Jesus called Levi to expand his disciples’ relational circles and, in so 

doing, expand their whole beings so they could love God more fully.  What other Gospel 

stories can you remember or find that support this interpretation of how Jesus formed the 

disciples’ community?  How do you think Christian communities today would change, if at 

all, if they viewed their differences as indicators of Jesus at work, trying to expand their 

capacity to love God and each other? 

 

 

 

BOOK STUDY QUESTIONS (from “RECKLESS LOVE”, 15-20 minutes) 
1. Tom Berlin draws a distinction between the experiences of shame (when “people treated 

you as something less than a child of God”) and guilt (“things we did all on our own that 

wounded ourselves or others”).  Shame needs healing and guilt needs forgiveness, but 

both can cause us to withdraw from our neighbor and from God.  What experiences can 

you share, from your own or from others’ experiences, of healing and forgiveness breaking 

shame and guilt’s power to isolate us? (You need not share your response aloud, and 

respect others’ privacy by not naming names.) 

2. “The only way to learn the greatest commandment,” writes Berlin of the experience Jesus 

created when calling his first disciples, “is to have people in our lives who we personally 

find so difficult to love that we have to get up every morning and pray to our Creator for a 

love we could not produce on our own.”  When have you had to pray a prayer like that?  

Avoid naming names or making accusations in blame.  Do you believe God has answered 

your prayer?  Why or why not? 

3. Can trying to love someone we find difficult to love ever conflict with God’s command to 

love ourselves?  Why or why not?  If we find these goals in tension with each other, how 

should we respond?  Who can we trust to help us discern what to do? 

4. How does a desire for a community or world in which everyone is alike (and like us) conflict 

with God’s will? 

 

 



 

SERMON GUIDE QUESTIONS (15-20 minutes) 
Read 1 John 3:11-18 

1. Gordon discusses the lack of unity in one of the funerals he officiated is emblematic of our 

country at this time. In what specific ways do you think this is true in your circle of 

influence? Are their examples in your relationships where love and unity are more 

prevalent than discord? If not, what steps can you take to change that?   

2. In his disciples, Jesus sought out those that were very different from him and each other. 

When you pursue and build relationships with others, do you target those that have similar 

interests and beliefs? If so, what is keeping you from seeking and expanding your circle to 

others who may appear to have very little in common with you? 

3. Gordon provides an example describing his circle of friends (relationships) from elementary 

school through his college years. Was your experience through those years similar to his? If 

so, why do you think the tendency is to shrink our circle? What would your life be like if now 

if you tried to expand your circle during your childhood and teenage years? 

4. In 1 John 3:15, we are told that eternal life does not come to those who harbor hate for 

others. How are you doing with this in your life? Are there people that you are harboring 

hate for? What is keeping you for forgiving them? 

5. Gordon discusses how the early Christians often ran towards things that others ran away 

from such as taking care of those with disease, orphans and widows. When in your life 

have your actions reflected those of the early Christians? When have you run away from 

situations or people that needed help? Why did you choose to act in the way you did? 

 

 

CLOSING GROUP ACTIVITY (optional – 5 minutes) 
Materials can be found in your Leader Packet 

Give each member a small amount of modeling compound and ask them to sculpt a 

representation of themselves.  When they are finished, ask them to stretch their sculpture as far as 

they can without breaking it.  Then ask: 

1. How can you tell when your figure is near its breaking point? 

2. Did some of your figures stretch farther or shorter than you imagined? 

3. How does loving other people “stretch” us? 

4. How does trusting in God as the source of love keep us from being stretched to our 

breaking point when we love others? 

5. How does God “reshape” us if we are broken into a new creation? 

 

  



 

NEXT STEPS  
1. Is your circle shrinking or expanding? 

2. Love your neighbor who doesn’t look like you, think like you, love like you, speak like you, 

pray like you or vote like you. LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR. 

 

 

 

TAKE HOME ACTIVITY (optional) 
Distribute Week 2 handout from Leader packet to your group members. 

Lectio divina (Latin for ”divine reading”) invites us to read Scripture in a contemplative way, aware 

of the Word’s power to engage our hearts and imagination and nurture our growth as the people 

God wants us to become.  There is no single “right way” to do lectio, but here is one model you 

can try. Using  

Psalm 139: 1-12, which echoes the idea of Chapter 2 of Reckless Love that God already knows all 

our secrets. 

 

1. Read through the passage Psalm 139: 1-12 slowly.  Think about what word, phrase, or 

image most attracted your attention. 

2. Read through the passage a second time slowly, followed by 1-2 minutes of silence.  How 

did you “see” or imagine yourself in the psalm?  How does the text connect to your life 

right now?  What is God doing with or to you in the psalm? 

3. Read through the passage a third time slowly, followed by 2-3 minutes of silence.  What do 

you believe or sense God is calling you to do or to be after having encountered this 

psalm? 

4. End the lectio with the Lord’s Prayer or another familiar prayer to you. 

 


