
 

Why? |  

 
INTRODUCTION  

This week we focus on how we wrestle with the timeless question:  Why do bad things 

happen to good people? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Read: Romans 8:31-39 

 

1. Pastor Marie suggested that the question, “Why do good things happen to bad 

people?” may be the oldest, most universal question that humanity has ever 

struggled with.  What makes this such a difficult question for humanity, and why? 
2. “Why?” when coupled with struggle, disappointment, fear and frustrations can 

create obstacles in a relationship with Jesus, or in the worst case, cause some to 

abandon their faith.  Share some examples of where you have seen that occur.   
3. Pastor Marie discussed two types of evil – moral and natural evil.   How are they 

different?  When evil occurs, what is God’s role – is He an orchestrator of evil or a 

comforter when evil occurs?   

Read Matthew 5:45 

4. What are natural laws?  Why are they essential to our well-being?  Natural events 

are not selective.  How does this challenge humanity when we see suffering? 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:12 

5. As the saying goes… “Hindsight is 20/20”.  We’re still learning!  We have learned 

many things over the centuries that now make humanity healthier, safer and 

suffer less.  But we have much more to learn.  Discuss some past and future 

examples where this is true. 

Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 

6. Healthy relationships are those where both individuals agree on the terms and 

have the same goals.  The trouble comes, when someone violates the terms and 

the balance is broken.  But envision life without relationships. What would it be like 

if we didn’t take the risk and lean into our need for one another?   

Read John 9:3 

7. Pastor Marie shared a story of a woman named Lois, who questioned God, asking 

“Why?” only to find He had a much greater picture in mind years later down the 

road.  Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is the ultimate example of God having a 

bigger plan than we can envision.  Share some stories (if you have some) of 

where God’s plan was greater, than when you first asked “Why?” 

8. What is “free will” and how does it impact our struggle with “Why?” 

 



 

9. Often we treat God like Santa Claus, thinking He will give us things – why?  What Is 

God more likely to give us in times of trouble? 

10. In what ways does Jesus break through the pain of suffering to show us God’s 

love?  How does this provide hope when faced with “Why?” 

NEXT STEPS  
 Read one scripture each day.   

  

The Scriptures offer HOPE as we 

wrestle with the WHY? question. 

JEREMIAH 29:11 (NIV TRANSLATION)  

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord, “the plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

ROMANS 5: 3-5 (NIV TRANSLATION)  

“Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffer- 

ing produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 

out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” 

ROMANS 8:18 (NIV TRANSLATION)  

“Consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 

glory that will be revealed in us.” 

ROMANS 8:28 (NIV TRANSLATION)  

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 

love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” 

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13 (NIV TRANSLATION)  

“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. 

And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can 

bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that 

you can endure it.” (This scripture is often misquoted to say that God 

only gives us what we can handle but in fact it says God will not give us 

more temptation than we can bear.) 

JAMES 1: 2-3 (NIV TRANSLATION)  

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance.” 



 

Stephen Ministers Available 

in your time of need. 
Are you are in a season of crisis? Are you asking WHY? Stephen Ministers 

are highly-trained individuals who offer one-on-one uniquely Christian 

care in a confidential Pastoral Care relationship where you can work 

through your most private thoughts. Contact P stor Marie at marie@ 

woodlakeumc.org or call (804) 739-4535 x 8863 

 


