
 

BE LOVE – Begin With Love | WEEK # 1 

 

INTRODUCTION  
This week, we begin our sermon series, BE LOVE, talking about how to invest in those around us, 

by simply Beginning With Love.  It might seem risky at first, but there is a mighty payoff at the 

end… today we drop the assumptions and through our actions – only love. 

 

 

 

OPENING GROUP ACTIVITY (optional – 10 minutes) 
Set a timer for one minute.  Have paper and assign a “Scribe.”  Ask group members to call out as 

many familiar phrases, quotes, and titles including the word “love” in one minute as they can.  

Have the Scribe write down the responses.  After one minute, call time and then review the 

responses.  Ask: 

1. Based on these responses, how would you define love? 

2. How much is this definition of love like or unlike your own definition? 

3. How much do you think this definition is like or unlike God’s definition of love?  Why? 

4. Explain:  This session will explore what God means when commanding us to love God and 

to love our neighbor. 

 

 

 

BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS (15-20 minutes) 
Read Mark 12:28-34 out loud and slowly with a pause between each verse. Give yourself time to 

reflect on how the words appeal to you. 

Read Mark 12:29-31 
1. In both Matthews’s (22:34-40) and Luke’s (10:25-28) versions of this incident, the question to 

Jesus about the “greatest commandment” is called a test.  How is Mark’s version different? 

2. Jesus’ conversation with the legal expert highlights love as the key element in living 

faithfully with God, despite our temptation to make things other than love central.  How 

have you personally seen the church both forget and remember to make love the most 

important?  How have you both forgotten and remembered in your life as Jesus’ follower? 

Read Galatians 5:16-26 

3. What does it mean, in concrete and practical terms, to “live by the Spirit”? 

4. Paul contrasts being “led by the Spirit” with being “subject to the law”.  What does he 

mean? Especially given the purpose of God’s commandments to “call us to be a better 



 

person than [we] would ever be on our own”?  How, if at all, can the Sprit and the law be 

at odds if both are from God? 

5. Talk about a time when you have experienced one or more of Paul’s “fruit of the spirit”.  

When did these experiences occur as a result of the “virtuous cycle”, as Berlin calls it, that 

results from loving our neighbor? 

 

 

BOOK STUDY QUESTIONS (from “RECKLESS LOVE”, 15-20 minutes) 
1. Tom Berlin quotes a rabbi who said Judaism’s great contribution “was not monotheism, the 

belief in one god,” but ethical monotheism.”  What distinguishes one from the other?  How 

do our beliefs about who God is shape the kid of people we become? 

2. “Israel loved the Lord because God was, in a word, lovely.”  When, where, and how have 

you experienced the “loveliness” of God?  How central are those experiences to your love 

for God?  How do you love God when you don’t experience God as lovely? 

3. Berlin writes, “To love God with all your being was to live God’s way.  This was the reason 

for the law and commandments.”  How would you describe the connection between 

God’s law and God’s love?  If, as Berlin argues, God’s law calls us to be better people 

than we have been on our won, what is its place in Christian lives? 

4. Berlin writes “nothing reveals what keeps us from fully loving God and growing in the 

likeness of Chris like attempting to love our neighbor.”  Think about a neighbor you have 

found – or perhaps even still find – difficult to love.  How has God used this neighbor to 

show you your soul’s “rough spots”?  Avoid naming names or pointing fingers – focus on 

what you have learned about the difficulties and rewards of loving God more fully through 

your efforts to love this neighbor. 

5.  Berlin identifies several spiritual practices – Bible study, prayer, worship and others – that 

can act as “means of grace [to] help us grow in our love of God.”  Which means of grace 

he mentions have proven most important to you, and why? 

6. Why does Berlin say we need God in order to love our neighbors?  Have you ever tried to 

love your neighbor relying solely on your own strength?  What happened? 

 

 

 

SERMON GUIDE QUESTIONS (15-20 minutes) 
1. Jesus adds words to an Old Testament prayer from Deuteronomy 6:4-6 that was akin to a 

Profession of Faith or Creed. 

a. What is the Hebrew word that this pray and/or creed is known by? 

b. What is the focus of this creed and the 613 laws and commands in the Tora? 

2. Jesus adds words taken from another Old Testament book, chapter and verse – what is it? 

a. How does the words Jesus adds, change the focus? 



 

b.  Why is this important to us? 

3. Jesus’s response in Mark 12:29-31 was mentioned by Pastor Gordon as being known as 

what? 

a. How can the focus of loving one’s neighbor help us grow closer to God? 

b. Does this Creed of Jesus have links to and understand God’s grace? 

4. Pastor Gordon referred to “Barnacles of the soul” from author Tom Berlin as being barriers 

to … (finish this sentence here?) 

a. In speaking of Barbara Taylor during the sermon it was mentioned that if you want 

to grow – we must (choose one of the following)? 

 Look inside ourselves 

 Love one another 

 Seek counseling  

5. Draw or describe the diagram displayed during the sermon with a circle? 

a. How does it help us understand the relationship between, Loving God and Loving 

Others? 

6. Pastor Gordan asked us to begin each Morning with ___? 

a. During the Day, begin with __? 

b. During the evening and night, begin with __? 

7. What are the benefits of such practices as Beginning with Love? 

8. We heard an example of a sixth-grade teacher (Mrs. Knowles) addressing a little boy for 

the first time in class. 

a. How did she begin with love? 

b. Share stories of perfect examples of someone beginning with love that you 

witnessed? 

c. Why is it important to share such stories with others? 

 

 

 

CLOSING GROUP ACTIVITY (optional – 5 minutes) 
Materials can be found in your Leader Packet 

Distribute index cards to members.  Distribute markers, colored pencils and/or pens.  Ask them to 

draw an image – a picture, a symbol, a decorated word or phrase – that will help them remember 

to begin each day, encounter, conversation, and action with love.  Have them place it 

somewhere in their home or car where they will see it multiple times a day as a reminder. 

  



 

NEXT STEPS  
1. Begin With Love  

a. In the assumptions we make. 

b. In the actions we take. 

2. Recite the Jesus Creed daily.   

The Jesus Creed: 

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.    

Love the Lord your God with all your heart,  

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.”  

 The second is this: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”   

There is no commandment greater than these. 

 

 

TAKE HOME ACTIVITY (optional) 
Distribute Week 1 handout from Leader packet to your group members. 

Search online for videos and/or audio recordings of the Shema being recited in Hebrew.  Look for 

images of Jewish tefillin (phylacteries) and mezuzahs, and find out how these objects are 

connected to the Shema.  How does Jewish tradition and practice around the Shema reflect its 

importance in the Jewish faith?  Do you think Christians have (or should have) an equivalent prayer 

and set of practices keeping our call to love God always before us? 

 

 


